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What is AWLS ..and why are
we going to Utah?

Acute Wilderness Life Support (AWLS) is a comprehensive course
designed to provide healthcare professionals with the knowledge
and skills required to manage medical emergencies in a wilderness
setting. The course covers a wide range of topics including
assessment, treatment and evacuation of patients. The benefit of
going to a University of Utah course for training is that it offers a
highly specialized and comprehensive curriculum developed by
experts in the field. Students will have access to cutting edge
research and training materials, as well as top-notch instructors who
bring years of experience to the classroom. Additionally, the
University of Utah's location provides unique and diverse wilderness
environments to practice and develop skills. Graduates of the AWLS
course will be better prepared to provide essential emergency
medical care in remote and challenging environments.
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Maryland Search and
Rescue- Search Tactics,
26March2023

0620 am the morning is chilly with promise of rain in
the forecast;  eyes as heavy as the dark clouds
ahead we load up and begin our two hour drive out
to the training site for our first session of the
weekend with Maryland Search and Rescue.  The sun
starts to peak through the clouds and just as quickly
the rain starts pouring heavily from the skies we are
only starting to wonder what have we got ourselves
into. We arrive just as the rain stops and we are
greeted by a warm beautiful, and dry , cabin and a
series of kind welcomes. We are ushered inside and
after meeting the generous leadership who
welcomed our team out to the training we start our
day of training. 

"Search and Rescue is not
about being the best, it's
about doing the best you
can with who you are and
what you have. And the
only way to do that is to
train hard and train
often." 

UNKNOWN

page 3 Searching for Clues; a Day with MDSAR

The amazing day of training with Maryland Search and
Rescue (MSAR) on search tactics typically involved a
combination of classroom instruction and practical
exercises. The dreary-wet day started with an invigorating
briefing on the objectives of the training and an overview of
the tactics that will were covered. This included information
on search patterns, GPS navigation, radio communication
protocols, and safety considerations. After the classroom
session, we split into small teams and headed just steps
away to a nearby wooded area to practice the techniques
we had learned. Some of the games included a task with
searching an objective ( think missing person) based on a
set of clues or coordinates. During the practical exercise,
MSAR instructors observed and provided feedback on the
teams' communication, decision-making, and search
techniques. Our day with the team concluded with a
debriefing session where participants can asked questions
and discussed the lessons learned; those staying for the
weekend went on to night ops iteration. Through this hands-
on training, MSAR volunteers develop the skills and
confidence necessary to respond to real-life emergencies
and assist those in need.Our next training event will be the
last weekend of May - check the page for RSVP. --



 07-10April AWLS Training 
with University of Utah

23April Guest Speaker:
 Gundpowder State Park 

see page 4

Volunteer Opportunity:
29april23 10am-12 Baltimore oyster 

MAY  

 LifeLine Onsite Visit 10MAY1500 Maryland SAR: station training
 29th May 26-28 

camping not required but encouraged

Volunteer Opportunity:
Trail Clean Up and Hike 

 Check Website for RSVP and info

APRIL  

Any inquires, comments, requests for trainings or contacts can be submitted via the webpage or by email.Check the page for
hikes, outdoor activities, unofficial volunteer events, and more...Remember we don't send out emails except for the

newsletter all information and groupings are done via the website. 



RSVP

Linda Laskowski-Jones, MS, APRN, ACNS-BC, CEN,
NEA-BC, FAWM, FAAN, is an accomplished
healthcare professional who has worked as a clinical
nurse specialist and emergency nurse for several years.
She is currently the Vice President of Emergency and
Trauma Services and the Chief Nursing Officer at
ChristianaCare Health System in Delaware, where she
oversees the care of patients in emergency, trauma, and
critical care settings. Laskowski-Jones is also a well-
respected educator and speaker, having authored and
presented numerous articles, books, and presentations
on emergency nursing, leadership, and patient care. She
is recognized as a Fellow of the American Academy of
Nursing, as well as a Fellow of the Academy of
Wilderness Medicine. Laskowski-Jones has received
several awards and accolades for her contributions to
nursing, including the American Nurses Association's
Advocacy Award and the Advanced Practice Nurse
Excellence Award from the Emergency Nurses
Association.

Join us for a hike, discussion, and Q/A with Linda and
her Husband Larry. We will also learn how to start a
fire with items you carry in your pack.  RSVP for a fun
and educational morning! 

Linda Laskowski-Jones

Larry and Linda have been active
ski patrol with their AWLS

Larry and Linda adventuring in
Alaska!

Larry and Linda are both FAAN,
FAWN certified - these are the
highest degrees earned in the
Wilderness Medical Society.

Sunday 23rd 10am Gunpowder state park;



BYO: What does it mean and How does it Effect My Health?

BYO (Bring Your Own) is a sustainable practice that
encourages individuals to bring their reusable bags,

containers, and bottles instead of relying on disposable
items such as plastic bags, straws, and utensils. BYO

promotes environmental health by reducing the
amount of waste generated from single-use items that
often end up polluting the environment. It also helps

to conserve natural resources by reducing the need for
new disposable items to be produced. BYO also has an
impact on individual health by reducing exposure to

harmful chemicals present in some disposable items such
as plastic food containers and utensils. The use of

reusable items eliminates potential exposure to toxic
chemicals that can leach into food from plastic

containers, reducing the risk of illness and disease.
Additionally, BYO promotes healthy eating habits by

encouraging individuals to bring their own healthy
snacks and meals instead of relying on unhealthy fast
food or convenience items that are often wrapped in

disposable plastic packaging. Overall, BYO is a simple
yet effective practice that has meaningful impacts on

both environmental and individual health. By
embracing sustainable practices such as BYO,
individuals can make a positive impact on the

environment while also promoting healthier lifestyles
for themselves and their communities.




Reach out to achase12@jhu.edu Sign up for volunteering with the community engagement event and edu = chance to
win some Patagonia Provisions swag ; or just stop by at Patagonia for our table april 15th 2023 1100-1300 

Start checking for this sticker at your favorite spots
throughout baltimore for byo; also check out

www.cleanairbaltimore.com



The MEDWAR Blue Ridge
Mountains Competition is an
annual event held in Virginia that
brings together medical providers
and military personnel to compete
in a series of physically and
mentally challenging exercises.
The competition is designed to
simulate real-life emergency
scenarios and test the participants'
ability to respond under pressure.
Teams of four must complete a
series of events that include a 5-
mile ruck march, obstacle courses,
medical evacuations, and tactical
shooting. The event is not only a
test of physical and mental
capabilities but also of teamwork,
communication, and leadership.
The MEDWAR Blue Ridge
Mountains Competition is a unique
opportunity for medical providers
and military personnel to come
together and hone their skills
while enjoying the great outdoors.
The event promotes camaraderie
and a commitment to excellence
among those in the medical and
military communities.

Looking for Teammates: MEDWAR 2023

RSVP or email ASAP  

Team Members who just want hike, camp, and provide support are encourage to rsvp!


